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The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in 
the Modern World 
Gaudium et Spes (December 7, 1965)    
 
Preface – The Church and the Human Family 
 
Introduction – The Human Situation Today 

A. Hope and Anguish 
 
B. Profound Changes 

 
C. Imbalances 

 
D. Aspirations 

 
E. Deeper Questioning 

 
PART ONE – The Church and the Human Vocation 
Chapter I – The Dignity of the Human Person 

A. The Image of God 
 

B. Essential Human Nature 
 

C. Human Dignity 
 

D. Human Freedom 
 

E. The mystery of Death 
 

F. Atheism 
 

G. Christ, the New Man 
 
Chapter II – The Human Community 

A. Community as God’s Design 
 

B. Interdependence 
 

C. The Common Good 
 

D. Respect 
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E. Social Justice 

 
F. Human Solidarity 

 
Chapter III – Human Activity in the Universe 

A. Value 
 

B. Regulation  
 

C. Autonomy of Earthly Affairs 
 

D. Effect of Sin 
 

E. Fulfillment in Paschal Mystery  
 
Chapter IV – Church’s Role in Modern World 

A. Mutuality 
 

B. The Church’s Help to Individuals 
 

C. The Church’s Help to Society 
 

D. The Laity’s Special Role 
 

E. The Worlds Gifts to the Church 
 

F. Christ: Alpha and Omega 
 
PART TWO – Urgent Problems 
Chapter I – Marriage and the Family 
 
Chapter II – Proper Development of Culture 

 Section 1 – Culture Today 
 
 Section 2 – Principles for Development 

 
 Section 3 – Urgent Duties of Christians 

 
Chapter III – Economic and Social Life 

 Section 1 – Economic Development 
 

 Section 2 – Principles 
 
Chapter IV – The Political Community 
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A. Modern Public Life 
 
B. Nature and Purpose of Political Community 

 
C. Participation 

 
D. Political Community and the Church  

 
Chapter V – Peace and Human Solidarity 

A. The Nature of Peace  
 
o Section 1 – Avoidance of War 
  

• Nature of Modern Warfare 
 

• Prevention of War 
 
o Section 2 – Establishment of International Community 
  

• International Organizations  
  

• Economic Cooperation 
 

• Useful Norms  
 
• International Aid 
 
• The Church in the International Community 
 
• Christians in International Organizations 

 
Conclusion 

A. The Role of Christians and Local Churches 
 

B. Dialogue among All Peoples 
 

C. The World Brought to Fulfillment  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 


